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The word “gospel” is English for the Greek word euangelion, meaning “good news.” Many are 
led to believe that it refers only to what one must believe in order to have a ticket to heaven when 
they die. It does refer to the benefits we receive from the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And that actually is gospel truth, for that’s the true basis of what one must believe in 
order to be saved from eternal condemnation (John 3:36)! But, as we shall see, it means so much 
more!!  
 
In fact, it means ALL the good news that Jesus came to earth to share (Luke 2:10). That involves 
all of God’s plan of salvation for man which was announced before the world began (Ephesians 
1:4). To limit this to refer only to our entrance into the family of God (John 1:12-14) is to ignore 
the other great parts of the gospel. 
 
First, the gospel refers to what God provides for our initial salvation or our deliverance from the 
penalty of sin. This was provided by the blood of Jesus Christ as the only acceptable and final 
payment for our sins (1 Peter 1:24). When we trusted Christ as our Savior, that brought about our 
justification before God who judicially declares us righteous (Romans 5:1) . This produced our 
righteous standing before God the very moment we trusted Jesus as our Savior. Because of this 
finished act, we now stand before God in the righteousness of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21). Now, 
that’s good news (gospel) for sure! 
 
But the good news doesn’t end there! The second part of the gospel is that He has provided for 
our salvation or deliverance from the power of sin. This is usually referred to as our “Christian 
Life,” and it is simply a continuation of God’s plan of salvation from sin. It’s the second part of 
the gospel. It is provided by the death of Jesus UNTO sin. Once Jesus had died for our sins, sin 
could have no more power over Him (Romans 6:1-4). When we trusted Christ, we were 
identified with Him, and his death for sin became our death for sin. His death unto sin became 
our death unto sin. And his resurrection from the grave became our resurrection from the grave! 
He gave to us the Holy Spirit as our constant Friend, power source, and motivator to enable us to 
live a life pleasing to God (Philippians 2:13-14). Remember, that is his plan for us, that we not 
sin. As believers, we still possess the capacity to sin through our flesh, but we now have the 
freedom to say “No!” to sin and “Yes!” to God when we are tempted. And when we fail to trust 
the Holy Spirit to empower us, we sin, and we lose family fellowship with God, but never family 
relationship with Him. (Galatians 5:16) Honest confession of sin will restore us to fellowship, 
while our relationship remains intact (1 John 1:9)! That, too, is good news (gospel) for sure! 
 
The final chapter of the gospel is that when we die, or when the Lord comes back for us, we will 
experience salvation or deliverance from the very presence of sin. This occurs when we go to 
heaven. We lose our sinful nature and are able to glorify God fully and freely. Notice that in all 
three phases of our salvation, God is the Provider; we are the recipient of his provision by grace 
through faith! 
 



May I recommend that you read about this gospel/good news in the Book of Romans. The gospel 
is in Romans 3, 6 and 8. Three phases of God eternal plan! 
 
So you see, the gospel refers to more than just trusting Jesus to get you to heaven. The plan of 
God is that we experience all of the gospel!  And what He plans, He accomplishes! The next 
time you hear gospel, think about the entire plan of our great God! That is good, no, that’s 
GREAT NEWS for sure! 
 
 


